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Foreword:  

In 1967 there must have been something in the water in the state of Victoria because during 

that year more than ten Gem Clubs were founded. One of them was the Diamond Valley Gem 

Club, which officially started in October of that year and was later Incorporated. 

The club emerged from humble beginnings with Franz Zyllstra as the first president. Workshops 

were held at the home of one our members with limited equipment. Fifty-years later the club 

has progressed to having our own clubhouse at Grace Park in Greensborough, a healthy 

membership, good suitable and active doing their part to ensure that the club is around in 

another fifty-years.  

Our club has always had two main aims: one is to provide the needed facilities and to pass on 

our lapidary craft knowledge to anyone who wants to join and learn new skills in varying areas, 

from faceting, cabochon cutting, jewelry making, silversmithing, lost wax casting, wire 

wrapping, jade carving and enameling. Some of these are quite different to others although 

they are all part of lapidary and this means that there is something at the club to satisfy people 

with many different interests. The other foundation aim of the club is that we are here to enjoy 

ourselves and have fun whilst practicing our craft. The friendships that have flourished at the 

club over the years is a great indicator that the Diamond Valley Gem Club Inc. is truly a happy 

place to be. 

We are multicultural in that we have had members from many different countries around the 

world. We have similar numbers of men and women, and our ages have ranged from pre-

teenagers to members in their nineties but really, we are all kids at heart.  

We have been an active member of the Victorian Gem Clubs Association Inc. and over the years 

we have provided that umbrella organisation with a number of presidents and other office 

bearers. In recent years our members have been at the forefront of running V.G.C.A. Inc., 

National Gem Shows (Gemborees) and State Gem Shows (Gemkhanas) for the benefit of 

anyone in Southeastern Australia who has an interest in lapidary. 

This book is by no way all-encompassing but it is designed to give some record of the various 

activities of the club over the years, fieldtrips, our annual shows, social activities, workshops, 

training sessions and working-bees are just a few of the club’s activities over the half century. 

We now look forward to the next fifty years.  

 

Keith Billing, 
President of the Diamond Valley Gem Club (1995-1999/2004-2018).  
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Presidents: 

1968:    Franz Zyllstra 

1969-1970:   Jack Leaumant 

1971-1975:   Tom Jenkins 

1976:   Jack Brown 

1977:    John Scholz 

1978-1979:   Rupe Cuthbert 

1980-1984:   Tom Boyce 

1985:    Tom Boyce/Peter Wright 

1986:    Peter Wright 

1987:    Dirk Pendavingh 

1988:    Daryl Graham 

1989-1992:   Wyn Jenkins 

1993:    Jean Carlyle 

1994:    Steve Macaulay 

1995-1999:   Keith Billing 

2000-2003:   Wyn Jenkins 

2004-2018:   Keith Billing 
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Honorary Life Members: 

1968:   Don Sullivan 

1968:    Ivy Sullivan 

1976:    Tom Jenkins 

1977:    Jack Brown 

1978:    John Scholz 

1982:    Rupe Cuthbert 

1983:    Reg Henderson 

1984:    Jose Hickin 

1985:    Peter Brown 

1986:   Peter Wright 

1994:    Wyn Jenkins 

1996:    Dirk Pendavingh 

2000:   Keith Billing 

2000:    Harry Dean 

2000:    Harry Irvine 

2005:    Barbra Kirkbride 

2005:    Ron KIrkbride 

2008:    Gunter Brazzoduro 

2009:    Neil Crammer 

2010:    Roger Williams 

2011:   Ron Hewitt 

2012:    Bettina Kargulewitz 

2015:    Peter Stapleton 
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History of the Club 

Franz Zylstra inserted a notice in the Diamond Valley News wishing to hear from any person 

interested in forming a lapidary group in August or September of 1967. 

 

On the thirty-first of October 1967 five people gathered to form the first meeting of interested 

people. They were Franz Zylstra, Chas McKinna, Jack Leaumont, and Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan. 

 

The minutes of that meeting were rather brief: 

  Business for the night: 

  -name declared for the club; 

  -membership fee of $5.00; 

  -Mr. Sullivan to arrange for circulars to be printed. 

 

The second meeting occurred on twenty-first November 1967 and was attended by an extra six 

members. Business included: 

  -methods of raising funds; 

  -Mr. & Mrs. Sullivan offered the club the use of their garage as a temporary clubroom. 

 

The third meeting was on the sixth of February 1968 in the Greensborough Anglers Hall. 

Approximately one-hundred people attended. The purpose of the club was explained and the 

first annual meeting was underway. Office bearers were elected: 

  President:    Franz Zyllstra, 

  Vice-President:   Helen Robinson, 

  Secretary:    Chas McKinna, 

 Treasurer:   Janet Winder, 

  Executive Committee:  Mrs. Hickling, 

      Mrs. Sayers, 

      Mr. Barham. 

All members in attendance were declared to be foundation members. 

 

On the eighth of February 1968 the clubroom was opened at the Sullivan’s home in 

Montmorency. 

 

The first newsletter was issued in May 1968. 

 

In late 1968 the club held its first gem show, which in fact was the first national gem show to be 

held anywhere in Australia. 
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The first of May 1972, the club received its first Vice Regal patronage from the Governor of 

Victoria, Sir. Rohan Delacombe. He also accepted honorary membership of the Diamond Valley 

Gem Club. 

 

Monthly meetings were held in the Church of England Hall Greensborough and were well 

attended. Usually over one hundred members attended and if they did not arrive early they 

would not get a seat. 

 

For some time the clubroom at the Sullivan’s had been found to be too small for the club’s 

workshops and Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan had also expressed the wish that they may like to put 

their car in their garage at times. 

 

The council had been approached and in late 1974 or early 1975. It found new premises in 

Ivanhoe. Many Working Bees were undertaken by members to make the new rooms suitable 

for the club’s needs. 

 

On the thirteenth of July 1975 about seventy members went along to an open day at the new 

clubrooms, which were located at the western end of Stanley Street behind Storford Avenue in 

Ivanhoe. 

 

As time passed the clubrooms in Ivanhoe became too small and it was also felt the Diamond 

Valley Gem Club should actually reside within the Diamond Valley. 

 

The council was again approached and after Councilor Critcheley took the case to the council, 

new premises were found at our present location at 135 Henry Street, Greensborough. 

 

Many members helped convert the house, which incidentally was originally the local church 

manse, into our clubroom. On the first of April 1979 the clubrooms were open for inspection. 

 

At 11:00 on the twenty-first of October 1979 the new clubrooms were officially opened. 

 

On the twenty-fourth of December the club received a personal letter from the retiring 

Governor of Victoria, Sir. Henry Winneke expressing his pleasure and honour at having been 

given an Honorary membership of the club during his term in office. 

 

The club is proud of its diverse membership base with members coming from all walks of life 

and at its peak in 1975 had one-hundred-and-eighty-four members.  
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HISTORY OF THE DIAMOND VALLEY GEM CLUB  

========================================================================== 

LAPIDARY COMPETITION ON A NATIONAL SCALE  
  

REPRINTED FROM THE AUSTRALIAN LAPIDARY MAGAZINE  
  

VOLUME 4 NO. 12 JULY 1968 
  

THE CLUB WISHES TO THANK  

HARRY IRVINE FOR THE DONATION OF THIS MAGAZINE  
  

“A notice has been received from the Diamond Valley Gem Club, Victoria, that a lapidary 

competition and show on a National scale will be staged at the R.S.L. Hall, Greensborough, 

Victoria, on 16th and 17th November, 1968.  
  

The organizers are being very ambitious in their aims, and it goes without saying that their efforts 

should be rewarded by receiving the support of hobbyists throughout Australia.  
  

Already, encouragement has been given the organisers by the way of several valuable donations 

towards the trophy list. However, the main support must finally come from the hobbyists them-

selves. Mrs. Sayers ( the show secretary ) will be happy to send you a copy of the show prospectus 

and entry forms, but please send a stamped addressed envelope.” 
  

THIS WAS NOT A BAD EFFORT FROM A CLUB THAT HAD ONLY BEEN   

FORMALLY IN EXISTANCE FOR  7 MONTHS. 
  

STANDING ROOM ONLY AT THE GENERAL MEETINGS 
  

Our Foundation Secretary, Chas Mc Kinna ( Recently Rejoined )has spoken about the early 

monthly General Meetings that were held in the Anglican Church hall in  

Grimshaw Street Greensborough.  

These meetings regularly had over 100 members in attendance and as there were only a 

limited number of seats in the hall, if you did not get in early, you had to stand around the 

edge of the hall, some nights up to 3 deep.  
  

VERY WELL ATTENDED FIELD TRIPS  
  

Documents that the club still has in its possession and that have been donated by  

members, tell of regular ( at one stage they were held as often as once a fortnight, but were 

usually held every  3 weeks)  “DAY LONG  Field Trips” to locations over 150 kilometres 

from Melbourne that were regularly being attended by up to 60 persons.  
  

Documents tell of members with their families travelling in up to 18 vehicles having very good 

days in the country, with fresh air, picnics, barbeques and apparently a lot of fun was had by 

all. 
  

SOMETIMES THERE WAS ACTUALLY SOME FOSSICKING DONE  
  

There are a large number of the early “Minutes of Meeting ”documents as well as other 

books and leaflets that have been found and collated into folders which are now stored in the 

cupboards under the display case in the meeting room. There are some very interesting 

articles in these papers and members are urged to read them at their leisure. Please be very 

careful when taking the documents out of their plastic covers to read them and especially 

when you are replacing them, they are very fragile.    
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Club Activities 

Wire Wrapping 

I became involved with the Diamond Valley Gem Club twelve years ago when my daughter 

Therese became interested in gem stones. Keith Billings took Therese under his wing and 

taught her to cut cabochons and as she was a minor I sat and watched her cut beautiful stones. 

I became a member soon after, envious of her creations. 

The next course we did together was wire wrapping. Wire wrapping is capturing a stone in 

silver sterling wire by twisting and wrapping the wires together. It was here that I found my 

true creativity. When I got home I googled ‘wire wrapping’ and found there was a much more 

to learn. The following week when I went back to the club and showed my fellow members 

what else was being done and somehow became the wire wrapping teacher the following 

week. 

I have shown wire wrapping and taught many classes over the years for the Club. My favourite 

part is the look on students faces as they look at their creation with satisfaction and disbelief. 

They have cut a stone into a cab and now they are able to wear it with pride. 

A class goes for six hours and in that time students learn how to wrap a 30 x 40 oval cabochon 

and a free form cabochon, make a pair of earrings and a ring. Many people have done the 

course several times. I have also taught more advanced classes when required. Each person 

gets written directions to continue their work at home. The club has a few sets of tools that can 

be used while at the club. 

Clare Gleeson 

Wire Wrapping Teacher 

 

Faceting 

Welcome to the fascinating world of faceting. I have only been with the club for a few years and 

have moved from doing cabochon work to faceting gemstones. As anyone who has done this 

work will know, it is challenging and cannot be completed in minutes. It is at times frustrating, 

but hugely satisfying when the final product emerges. 

The greatest joy comes from cutting stones that you have found by fossicking. Whilst faceting is 

not generally competitive, one gets great satisfaction when showing off a well-cut stone to 

other club members. 

I have shown numerous people how to facet with satisfactory results. This helps keep this 

ancient and ongoing artform alive in the club. We are a happy group ranging from veterans in 

the field to beginner’s eager to uncover the mysteries of this art. 

John Milner,  

Faceting Teacher 
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Silver/Jewellery 

The purpose of the silver/jewellery course is to pass on the basic skills of silver soldering and 

the fabrication of jewellery pieces in silver/brass/copper to club members. 

 With the substantial number of cabochons and faceted stones that are made by club members, 

this course should give them some extra ways to make jewellery items. 

 I have been involved in the metal working trades most of my life and I enjoy passing on some 

of these skills before they become a thing of the past. It gives me a lot of pleasure to see 

people’s joy in their finished work. 

Mike Griffin 

Sliver/Jewellery Teacher 

 

Lost Wax Jewellery Casting 

Lost wax jewellery casting has always seemed like magic to me. You take a piece of wax, heat it, 

cut it, mould it, shape it, blow holes in it, melt it and inject it into a mould, press stones into it 

to make a setting or add small pieces to make a claw setting, so why wouldn’t you want to pass 

the skills on to allow others to be creative? 

I’ve taught lost wax casting to many people for over forty years. Some have started businesses, 

one ex-student won an award with his opal and gold cast pendant, and many have used their 

skills to display jewellery in unique ways. 

Every year I teach two or more classes at the Diamond Valley Gem Club which I find personally 

rewarding, for it inspires me to be creative and explore interesting ways of displaying my cut 

stones. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to cast our wax works due to space constraints at the club but by 

sending the waxes to be commercially cast, students can be guaranteed of a perfect casting in 

almost any metal of their choosing. 

I’m glad that in this automated and pending robotic world, creative skills such as the ancient art 

of lost wax casting is still being learnt and passed on to others. 

Leigh Carbines 

Lost Wax Jewellery Casting Teacher 
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BBQ, Christmas Parties and Social Events 

The club organises numerous social event that include social BBQs and Christmas parties, which 

we always encourage new and old members to attend. 
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Fieldtrips 

The Diamond Valley Gem Stone Club has conducted several fieldtrips to sundry locations over 

many years. 

 

Flinders Island Field Trip March 1991  
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Beechworth Fieldtrip April 1992 

 

Stratford Field Trip January 2000 
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Gem Shows 

The Diamond Valley Gem Club hosted its first gem show in 1968, which was the first national 

gem show to be held anywhere in Australia. Subsequently annual shows have been hosted by 

the Club every year. These shows have been highly successful, attracting thousands of visitors 

over the years.  

 

The following traders have contributed to the success of our shows over the years:  

Ron Kirkbride, Chris Ware, Claire Gleeson, Tracy Biagioni, Rocks on Fire, Anne Brewster, Yani 

Moediman, Rumage Crafts, Carol Kirby, Pristine Minerals, Trevor Warren, Christine Deprinse. 
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Current and Previous Members Prospective 

Letter from Leigh Carbines 

Joining the Diamond Valley Gem Club was not something I had imagined doing. Both my wife, 

Amrei and I joined after attending the Club’s Annual Show in Greensborough in early 2000, 

after a jeweller friend recommended seeing and buying gem stones from club members. I had 

been making jewellery as a hobby since the early 1970s – ‘Hippy Stuff’ as one of my friends 

described it but I was always reliant upon other people’s stones, mainly from jeweller’s supply 

shops, and this had always been a limitation to my creativity. 

Imagine the joy when told I could easily cut my own stones. It was like a whole new world 

opening, with club members willing to share their knowledge freely whilst often providing 

stones to cut. 

The club ran Bingo Nights once a month for many years, which was a great social way of getting 

to know other members. The continuing special activities like the annual Christmas party and 

the weekly Tuesday luncheons enable the sharing of stories of rock fossicking, show-and-tells 

and life experiences that club members/friends have had. Sadly, some of the members are no 

longer with us, but their memories and the enthusiasm with which they shared their skills 

remain. I became secretary of the club as finding members willing to volunteer on a committee 

seems to be an enduring challenge with many clubs. 

In the last seventeen years the club’s equipment has improved with the introduction of 

diamond cutting wheels, polishing belts and the addition of more faceting machines. 

It was only this year, 2017, that Amrei and I have been able to fossick interstate which we 

enjoyed so much that we will continue next year. By the way, we found, even in remote places, 

if you mention you are a member of a gem club, the doors open magically. In other words, 

joining the Diamond Valley Gem Club was a very good decision. 
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Letter from Neil Crammer 

I joined the Diamond Valley Gem Club during 1973 and I am now a life member. The reason I 

joined the club was due to extensive travelling in Australia with my work. I was in areas that 

allowed me to collect rock specimens from these locations. My interest in minerals and lapidary 

was started. I attended the Monthly meetings at the Anglican Church Hall in Greensborough 

and was welcomed by Tom Jenkins (president), the husband of Wyn Jenkins, (club president In 

waiting).  

Unfortunately, work, family commitments and Baseball took over and did not allow time to 

attend the club and use the facilities there. My interest grew with our Caravanning Holidays and 

work travel with visits to Interstate gem clubs and gem shows.   

I built up my own Lapidary equipment for home use. 

When my sporting days had finished, my Saturdays were free and with pressure from Wyn 

Jenkins who had a Gem Shop in Hawdon Street, Heidelberg, and was president of the club. I 

used to call in and see her and she asking me when am I coming back?  I started working in the 

club on Saturdays.   

I recall helping to shift Drums of chrysoprase and equipment from the Ivanhoe club rooms to 

our current club room. I attended a number of Christmas-breakups and our gem shows over 

years. 

I Joined the committee and became a duty officer on the Saturday.   

Membership was low at that time, due to lack of members coming forth and with Wyn Jenkins 

in declining health. I became secretary, public officer, minutes writer and eventually newsletter 

editor. Together with our Treasurer, Gunter Brazzoduro, we carried the club through this 

challenging time. 

Finally, at our annual general meeting we elected a new president, Keith Billing and a new 

committee. The club once again became a viable and happy lapidary club. 

From 1997 onwards there was an important change in my life. I retired from work. Together 

with my grandson, Ryan and my daughter Lisa, we became involved in the club. We attended 

bingo evenings, worked on and manned gem shows and went on fieldtrips with the club. 

 I was taught faceting by a club member in the shed outside the club in the heat and cold.  I 

used to pick him up from his home in Greensborough with his oxygen bottle. When I made a 

mistake in faceting my stone, he would get upset with me and grab his oxygen mask. We would 

both would sit there until he calmed down and then we would proceed with the faceting 

lesson. He was a very good teacher.  At this stage, I moved my faceting machine into the Club 

rooms to work. Later, I undertook a second Faceting Course conducted by Eddie. 
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My final faceting course was with Ron Hewitt. I enjoyed my time with Ron and when he 

tragically died it was a great loss to the faceting group. 

Both John Milner and I took up the reins of continuing the faceting group, with John Milner 

undertaking teaching of new members. 

The writing and production of ‘The First Fifty Years of the Diamond Valley Gem Club’ by Ryan 

and myself has been a challenge but an enjoyable trip down memory lane, for me. My hope is 

that with work and dedication by current and past members this club will still be going strong in 

future years. 

 

Letter from Roger Williams 

In the early days of the Diamond Valley Gem Club; about forty-five years ago, my two sons were 

asking questions about rocks and materials, which I could not answer, so we joined the 

Diamond Valley Gem Club. 

The monthly meetings were held at the Anglican Church Hall on the corner of Grimshaw Street 

and Main Street, Greensborough. The clubrooms were at a garage behind a private house in 

Montmorency. The club then rented a small factory in Stanley Street, Ivanhoe and later our 

present clubrooms in Grace Park, Greensborough.  

Same as now, we had an annual gem show, the first we went to a was in St. Mary’s Church Hall 

in Grimshaw Street. Other gem shows were held over the years at various venues: Loyola 

College, the Watsonia Community Centre, the Diamond Creek Masonic Hall and the 

Greensborough Masonic Hall. 

The club held fieldtrips and some that I remember were to Buchan, Flinders Islands in Bass 

Strait, the Ovens Valley (we stayed in Eldorado), Morisons, Heathcote, Phillip Island, Mansfield, 

Trentham and the local Bundoora quarry now, which has since been filled. 

One of our members was second in charge of the old Preston Trams Workshop and a lot of our 

equipment was made there. The eighteen-inch diamond saw is still going strong.  It is said that 

not only was our equipment made like a tram, that it was made from trams! 

In conclusion, I wish the club all the best for the next fifty years. 
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Letter from John Neville 

Hello my name is John Neville, I have been a member of the Diamond Valley Gem Club for over 

thirty years. Initially when I joined the club I wanted to find out the names of the minerals I had 

collected and the club satisfied this area of scientific interest. 

Lapidary can be a challenging and very satisfying hobby and the club has since catered for all 

my lapidary needs. At the clubrooms, many lapidary courses are offered to members. These 

courses include: cabochon cutting, faceting, silversmithing and the creation of wire wrapping 

jewelry. The club also has a gem show once a year, where the members can exhibit their 

lapidary items and inform the public about what is happening at the clubrooms. My family 

always gain considerable enjoyment at this yearly event. 

To promote this outdoor activity of collecting lapidary items to use in the clubrooms for various 

courses. The club has also organised many varied fieldtrips. One particular highlight was a club 

fieldtrip to Flinders Island for a week to look for topaz. During this week club members enjoyed 

many fossicking and social events. 

In conclusion, through the hard-work of its members over many years, the Diamond Valley Gem 

Club has been a community initiative of immense social and community importance to the 

lapidary community and the general public. 

 

Letter from John Stevenson 

I first joined the club with my father, George in late 1968. A few months later the club was 

formed. Initially that workshop was located under a covered carport in a private house in 

Montmorency. Work days were chaotic with many of stories told, a lot of tea and coffee being 

drunk and numerous stones being worked on. I met my wife in August 1970 and had other 

things to occupy my time for a number of years, namely our three boys. Joy and I rejoined the 

club in the late 1990s and had a great time on fieldtrips to the Avon River and Castlemaine, 

where a lot of really good stones were found and carried back to the vehicles and then 

transported home. This requiring a great deal of toil and effort. Unfortunately, by some 

mysterious process most of these wonderful stones had changed during their travels from 

exceptional to ‘leaverite’ (leave it right where you found it). Neil’s grandson, Rahn was very 

good at this, and it is reputed that his 4x4 needed a lot of room to stop on several occasions on 

the way home from Avon River. One of the highlights of the club was Saturday evening Bingo 

nights and barbeques, organised by Ron and Barbara Kirkbride, which there a resounding 

success. My time at the club has been very enjoyable and I have been a duty officer and club 

secretary for various periods of time. 
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Interview with Franz Zylstra 

A phone interview was conducted with Franz Zylstra, the foundation convener and first 

president of the Diamond Valley Gem Club Inc. on the 11. June 2007. He explained how he was 

a diamond sorter and cutter and operated his own business. 

 

The idea of forming a Club arose from Franz’s desire to connect with likeminded individuals and 

establish a lapidary club. He placed an ad in the local newspaper, which he believed was the 

Diamond Valley News in May 1967. He invited interested people who had contacted him to a 

meeting at his house. Four or five people attended.  

 

Nine months after the meeting the club was formed. They held their first show, which was 

opened by well-known ballerina Cathy Gorman. Franz thinks the great interest in gem stones 

and the startup of all the clubs at that time was due to many articles in the Melbourne daily 

papers about gem stones and lapidary. There were a number of interstate Gemborees held at 

this time. 

 

Franz had full page advertising in the local papers for his business. He had an import export 

gem business and travelled extensively and had up to eleven shops and at one time had six gem 

cutting apprentices so his business was quite large. 

 

Much interest in Australian gemstones was shown from abroad, particularly from the United 

States of America and several club members had contacts with overseas gem enthusiasts. 

 

Franz also helped set up the Dandenong club. 
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Letter from Dawn Lee 

Approximately 10 years ago it was suggested to me that I should be cutting my own stones 

instead of buying them. I was told about the Diamond Valley Gem Club and where to find the 

clubrooms. I made a visit the following day and made the decision to join. I am so glad that I 

did! I did the Cabochon Cutting course with Keith Billing, the Wire Wrapping course with Claire 

Gleeson and also the Jade Carving course with an instructor who visited us from New Zealand. 

From that point on, I have enjoyed learning new ways of working with some amazing minerals 

and mixing with some wonderful people. In 2012 it was decided that we needed new premises 

to hold our annual Gem Show. It was then that the Masonic Hall in Greensborough came to our 

notice, so Claire Gleeson and I made an appointment to see the venue and found it to have 

great possibilities. The Committee was in agreement that this could be an excellent place for us 

to continue with our annual Shows. We have operated from there every year since then and I 

have taken great pleasure in being the Show Co-Ordinator during this time. We have such a 

wonderful group of traders, some of whom are also our Club members. I am truly appreciative 

of the different Committees and individual members who have supported me over the past six 

years and have helped in so many ways to make our Shows so successful.  
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Letter from Bruce Jackson 
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The 40th year Anniversary of the Diamond Valley Gem Club 
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Letter from Max Harker 
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